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DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS
DIVISION OF FIRE SAFETY
MEMORANDUM

TO: ALL LOCAL ENFORCING AGENCIES

FROM: LOUIS KILMER, CHIEF - BUREAU OF FIRE CODE ENFORCEMENT

SUBJECT: REQUIREMENTS FOR FIRE EXTINGUISHERS IN ONE- AND TWO-FAMILY DWELLINGS
DATE: NOVEMEER 15, 2005

The Legislature amended and enacted P.1.1991, c. 92 (C.52:27D-198.1), requining that all one- and two-famnily
dwellings at a change of occupancy be provided with a portable fire extinguisher, in addition to the
requirements for smoke and carbon monoxide detectors. This provision does not apply to seasonal rental
units. This act was signed into law on Apal 14, 2005 with an effective date of Novemnber 1, 2005.

The regulations were recently made available for public comment. The comment peniod has ended and the
final adoption of the regulations will appear in the New Jersey Regjster in the near future. The Division of
Fire Safety is advising all local enforcing agencies to enforce the regulations; using the guidelines below.
The requirements for the type and placement of the extinguishers are as follows:

1) Atleast one portable fire extinguisher shall be installed in all one- and two-farmily dwellings
(except seasonal rental units) upon change of occupancy;

2) The extinguisher shall be listed, labeled, charged, and opemble;

3) The size shall be no smaller than 2A:10B:C, rated for residential use and weigh no more than
10lbs;

4) The hangers or brackets supplied by the manufacturer must be used;
5) The extinguisher must be located within 10 feet of the kitchen;
6) The top of the extinguisher must not be more than 5 feet above the floor;

7) The extinguisher must be visible and in a readily accessible location, free from being blocked by
fumiture, storage, or other items;

8) The extinguisher must be near a room exit or travel path that provides an escape route to the
externor;

9) The extinguisher must be accompanied by an owner’s manual or written information regarding
the opemtion, inspection, and maintenance of the extinguisher; and

10) Lastly, the extinguisher must be installed with the operating mstructions cleady visible.



#
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New fire extinguishers are not required to be serviced and tagged, as long as the seller or agent can provide
proof of purchase or receipt

Until the proposed regulations have been adopted, the statute should be cited for enforcerent putposes. The
correct aitation 1s N.J.S.A. 52:27D-198.1.

If you have any questions regarding the implementation of this act or its speaific requirernents, please contact
our Local Assistance Unit at 609-633-6112.



CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTORS ARE REQUIRED IN ONE AND TWO
FAMILY HOMES UPON RESALE OR RENTAL.

ONE DETECTOR IS TO BE INSTALLED IN EACH SLEEPING AREA. FOLLOW
THE MANUFACTURER’S INSTRUCTIONS FOR PROPER INSTALLATION.

THE ATTACHED SHEET CONTAINS ILLUSTRATIONS OF VARIOUS LAYOUTS
fOR PROPER LOCATIONS FOR THE INSTALLATION OF SMOKE
DETECTORS.

SMOKE AND CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTORS SHOULD BE IN THE
PROPER LOCATION AT THE TIME OF THE SCHEDULED INSPECTION.
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‘WHERE TO LOCATE DETECTORS:

Detectors 810 1o be locsted oa every lovel of a residence, besement, first floor, second floor, exchuding crawl spaces and unfinished attics, and in every separste slecping
arca, between sleeping aress and living arcas such s tho kitchen, gamge, bascment or utility room. In bomes with only onc slecping area on cne floor, a detector o
be put in the hallwey outside the bedrooms ss shown in Figure 1. In singlo floor bomes with two scparato slecping arcas, two detectors are required, outside each slecping
arca s shown in Figure 2. In multi-lovel homes , detoctors should bo located outside slocping aress and at every finished lovel of the home s shown in Figurs 3.
Basement level detoctors thould be located in the bottom of basement stairwells as shown in Figure 4.

WHERE NOT TO LOCATE DETECTORS
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Kitchens-smolks mm”mamm
Bathrooms-excessive steam from & shower may causc 8 nuisance alarm.
Forced air ducts-med for heating or air coeditioning-air movement may prevent smoko from reaching detector.
Near furnaces of any type-air and dust movement and mormal combustion mmmm.mﬁm
The *Dead Air" spaco where the ceiling moets the wall, es shown in Figure 5. i
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